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those of Louis Napoleon, to whom she was intro-
duced by Count D'Orsay. Later, she was to sell
the collection of valuable jewels she had amassed
from her previous admirers in order to provide
funds for the prince's rise to power. Under the
Empire she was to be repaid with colossal interest
and ennobled as Comtesse de Beauregard, the
Emperor still seeking her favours in the house
which had been found for her near the palace.

Louis Napoleon now revived his project of a
Nicaraguan canal and vainly endeavoured to
raise the necessary capital to form a syndicate for
its exploitation. Under cover of his own apparent
inactivity in politics, his adherents and emissaries
in France were labouring feverishly with propa-
ganda for the cause. So, when the news of Louis
Philippe's abdication reached London in Feb-
ruary 1848, the prince slipped away to Paris
without even waiting to pack his trunks. On the
28th of February, the morrow of his arrival in
the French capital, he addressed a letter to the
Provisional Government, declaring that he had
hastened from exile to place himself under the
flag of the newly proclaimed republic. To his
chagrin, the sole reply was a peremptory request
to leave France forthwith.

He hastened back to London to await events,
maintaining close touch with his supporters in
his native land, by some of whom he was urged